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Workshop Agenda

• Introductions

P j t O i• Project Overview

• Open House – Give us Your Input on Maps and 
Recommendations

• Report Out to Group & Next Steps

More Info at: www.bhc.ca.gov or

http://smmc.ca.gov/BHRCA.asp

Project Funded By:  Baldwin Hills Regional Conservation Authority



Park to Playa Trail Study Corridor



Community Outreach

• Conducted On Site 
InterviewsInterviews

• Public Workshop

• Web Based  Survey



Web Survey Results

• 170 Responses

• Most Popular trails at BHSO & KHSRAMost Popular trails at BHSO & KHSRA



Web Survey Results

• Weekly Users

• Most Popular Use is WalkingMost Popular Use is Walking  



Community Identified Needs

• Trail Use and Types
• Both paved and natural surface trails

• Parallel facilities for bicycle and pedestrian uses

• Restore and preserve native habitat

• Access Improvementsp
• Connection between BHSO and KHSRA

• Connections TO the trail from other destinations

T il A i i• Trail Amenities
• Shaded rest areas with seating

• Interpretive media and programs

• Safety  is a priority

• Trail Wayfinding
T ilh d k ith i d il k l t il t• Trailhead markers with maps, signs and mile markers along trail route

• Direct people to the trail from surrounding destinations



Use Designations

Existing & Proposed Uses
Allowed trail use is based upon individual park policies

• Consistent with existing park uses 

Allowed trail use is based upon individual park policies.

Users Accommodated?

Walkers/Joggers
/Hikers Yes

Cyclistsy
(Road /Mt. Bike) Yes, Except :

•Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook 
•Culver City Park
•Some segments of the trail may not accommodate road bike tires due to 
steep slopes or stairs. steep slopes or stairs.

Dog Walkers 
(on leash) Yes, Except :

•Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook 
•Culver City Park (leashed dogs are only allowed on identified “pooch path”)

Rollerbladers/
Stakeboarders

Yes
•Though unpaved trails will not be suitable

Strollers Yes
Equestrians No



Design Criteria
• Objective is guidelines consistent with the policies and practices of 

the agencies involved in the trail project. 

Proposed Guideline Trail  Criteria

Width  6’minimum, up to 12’ wide 

Surface  Unpaved ,firm and stable surface (may be native earth, decomposed granite, aggregate road 
base or other material as suitable to setting)

Paved in areas of high use or adjacent to areas of high use (i.e. playgrounds)

Cross Slope  5% Max (3‐4% cross slope to the outside/downhill edge for drainage)

Running Slope

(Gradient)

0% ‐ 5%  (Max length: No restriction) 

5.1% ‐ 8.33% (Max length: 200’ between resting intervals)(Gradient) 5.1%  8.33% (Max length: 200  between  resting intervals) 

8.34% ‐ 10% (Max length: 30’ between resting intervals) 

10.1 % ‐ 12.5 % (Max length: 10’ between resting intervals) 

Resting intervals must be at least 60” long, as wide as trail and max 1:20 (5%) gradient  

N th 30% f th t t l t il l th h ll d 1 12No more than 30% of the total trail length shall exceed 1:12



Keep Water off the Trail 

• Erosion is the 
number one problemnumber one problem 
for sustainable trails

• Avoid interruptingAvoid interrupting 
the natural drainage 
pattern 

Designing Sustainable Trails



Follow the Contours – Avoid the Fall Line

• This will allow 
runoff to cross therunoff to cross the 
trail rather than 
run down it 

Designing Sustainable Trails



Set Trail Gradient per the “Half” Rule

• Gradient 
(percent slope)(percent slope) 
no more than 
half the grade of 
th hill id itthe hillside it 
crosses 

• Allows water to• Allows water to 
flow across the 
trail and 
contin e do ncontinue down 
the slope

Designing Sustainable Trails



Use Climbing Turns

• Maintains the 
existing grade 
i h h hgoing through the 

turn without a 
constructed 
landing

• Only feasible on 
l f l thslopes of less than 
20% 

Designing Sustainable Trails



Avoid Switchbacks

• Expensive, visually 
intrusive obstacles forintrusive, obstacles for 
shared use, maintenance 
headaches,  temptations for 
h t ttishortcutting

• May be only solution with 
constraints of rockconstraints of rock 
outcrops, steep slopes, 
narrow trail corridors

• Typically used on terrain 
steeper than 15‐20%

Designing Sustainable Trails



If you Must Use Switchbacks

• Avoid stacking 
switchback turnsswitchback turns 
on a hillside

• Use trail segments g
of varying lengths 
between 
U d i ith• Use a design with 
a crowned landing

Designing Sustainable Trails



Use a Full Bench Trail on Steep Slopes 

• A partial bench trail is 
l it blonly suitable on 

relatively gentle slopes

Designing Sustainable Trails



Outslope the Tread

• Trail tread should be 
t l d ( l doutsloped (sloped away 

from the hillside) at 3% to 
4%

Designing Sustainable Trails



Design With a Rolling Grade

“a series of dips, crests, 
climbs drainageclimbs, drainage 
crossings, and edge 
buffers that are 
intrinsically linked andintrinsically linked and 
purposefully designed 
to form a sustainable 

il”trail” (Trail Planning, Design, 
and Development Guidelines 
[MN DNR, 2006], 6.13) [ , ], )

Designing Sustainable Trails



Design Recommendations

• Trail Realignment/ Improvement

• Trail RestorationTrail Restoration
• Closing the facility
• Restoring natural drainage patterns
• Temporary erosion control• Temporary erosion control
• Restoring soil
• Replanting



Design Options



Design Options



Design Options – Trail Entry



P2P Signage and Wayfinding Goals

• Create a Park to Playa identity to make it a memorable trail

I f th t il i d f l• Improve awareness of the trail– increase use and usefulness

• Provide legibility – public can find and follow the trail in the field

• Provide a greater sense of security and comfort

• Increase the number of bicycle and walking tripsIncrease the number of bicycle and walking trips

• Better agency and inter-agency planning, coordination and 
managementg

• Improved emergency and maintenance access/coordination



Alignment Alternatives By Table

33
22

11



Next Steps

• Review Workshop Input and publish summary 
on web www.bhc.ca.gov or 
smmc.ca.gov/BHRCA.asp

• Finalize recommendations

• Review with Agency Partners and finalize planReview with Agency Partners and finalize plan

• Public Workshop #3 

P t t A B d d C il• Present to Agency Board and Councils

Project Funded By:  Baldwin Hills Regional Conservation Authority




